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Photographers have been taught throughout history to be able to see what others 

merely catch a glimpse of, but as human beings, we cannot only see but also take 

action it what is being seen through our lenses or even outside of the camera. As a 

result of that feeling, social reform was born and has become the the best example of 

the saying “an image is worth a thousand words” and certain individuals have been able 

to exploit that and make a difference on various communities or time periods in society 

where they felt a sense of unfairness and issues with the society itself. 

The show that I present to you today, brings you some of the work performed by 

remarkable people who decided to stand up for what was important to them, we begin 

with Jacob Riis, whose collaboration in the book “How the Other Half Lives” published in 

1890 , brought to attention the low-quality conditions that the immigrant communities in 1

New York had to face during the 1880s. As a result of this publication, legislations were 

passed which improved the living conditions of this communities.  

The second photographer being displayed in this show, is Lewis Hine, a 

sociologist who even though portrayed beautiful portraits of children suffering by being 

factory workers, used his camera as a tool to speak up for children being oppressed by 

the system, who were being exploited by the industry without worrying about the 

conditions that they had to surpass and call their daily lives. Hine’s most influential work 

came about while working for the National Child Labor Committee (NCLC) in 1908 , 2

1 www.biography.com/people/jacob-riis 
 
2 The New York Public Library, About Lewis Wickes Hine. 
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where he would have to disguise himself as a result of the threats and violent actions 

taken by the steel-mill owners; by standing up to them, he was able to assist in the 

termination of the child labor in such placed and facing those conditions. 

The remaining pieces of the show displayed today, are taken from photographers 

working for the Farm Security Administration also known as FSA, more specific, pieces 

done by Gordon Parks and Walker evans, who brought in collaboration with other 

photographers the project of “Introducing Americans to Americans” which displayed the 

precarious conditions being faced by many of the middle to low class americans were 

calling life during the Great Depression. 

This show was very meaningful to me, specially as an immigrant, I feel proud of 

the people who stood up and fought to improve the living conditions that in a way are 

still providing us benefit today, as well as being inspired to speak up for those voices 

who are not being heard and at the same time oppressed by a system who has made 

them only bow their heads down and keep pushing forward until they can no more.  

Putting together this show gave me an opportunity to look at photography from a 

different perspective, and appreciate the different areas of photography that can make a 

difference and portray beautiful images at the same time. I hope you enjoy it as much 

as I did, and I would like to leave you with this quote by Jacob Riis who encourages us 

to keep pushing for what we believe, even when we do not see any progress: “ When 

nothing seems to help, I go and look at a stonecutter hammering away at his rock 

perhaps a hundred times without as much as a crack showing in it. Yet at the hundred 

and first blow it will split in two, and I know it was not that blow that did it, but all that had 

gone before. (Jacob Riis)  3
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